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Water safety stressed by law enforcement, community members

Red Cross:
It’s important to know 
the basics to safely 
perform a water rescue

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com 

CLAY COUNTY – An average of 10 
people drown unintentionally every day 
in the United States, and of those, two are 
children 14 and younger.

It’s a number Skip Cramer has spent 
more than 30 years trying to lower.

� e most-important step is preventing 
an accident. But happens when someone is 
already in the water � ghting for a gasp of air 
– or their life. It takes as little as 20 seconds 
for someone to drown, Cramer said. Most 

SEE RED CROSS, 8

By Nick Blank
nick@claytodayonline.com

CLAY COUNTY – Departing Governor’s 
Creek marina Friday afternoon, Deputy Bill 
Maher had already seen about 200 boats in 
a few hours on the St. Johns River.

He helms a Clay County Sheri� ’s O�  ce 
marine patrol unit. His boat hit the wakes at 
moderate speed on “Boaters Skip Day,” one 
of the largest gatherings of boaters every 
year. � e sun is oppressive and the water 
is rough, though Maher said it was quieter 

earlier in the day.
“You learn not to say the ‘Q’ word,” he 

says later in the day.
His purpose is to assist people in distress 

and make sure the boat has the right safety 
equipment on board such as life jackets, 
whistles and throwable seat cushions. Ma-
her stays vigilant for many outcomes.

“You get a lot of people swimming 
around, from boat to boat. I’m looking for 
people who may be swimming,” Maher said. 
“� ey may look OK. � ere will be a lot of 
times where I pull up to someone and ask if 

they’re OK, but it looks like they’re struggling 
or maybe embarrassed.”

Maher, who has a captain’s license as 
well as pursuit, life-saving and operational-
related course certi� cations, said the marine 
patrol isn’t out to harass boaters. He said he’s 
worked hard to establish a good relationship 
with the community. His water safety advice 
sticks to having the necessary equipment, 
and being courteous to other boaters and 
law enforcement, who he insists are not 

SEE WATER, 8



2 THURSDAY, JUNE 16, 2022KEYSTONE HEIGHTS HERALD

Welcome to North Florida Pharmacy! Serving Lake City and the 
surrounding areas since 1993. Our simple formula of courteous 
customer service and our quick prescription turn-around time has 
enabled us to grow and reach out to the North Florida region with 
eight total pharmacies.

North Florida Pharmacy offers drive-through service, a trained 
Dr. Comfort shoe specialist, and in-pharmacy vaccines for the flu, 
shingles, and more!

North Florida Pharmacy
of Keystone Heights

405 S. Lawrence Blvd • Keystone Heights, FL  32656
(352) 478-2057 • northflpharmacy.com

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am-6:00pm • Saturday  9:00am-1:00pm

WE NOW DELIVER!

Crossword  Puzzle

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Clay Today, 
3513 U.S. Hwy 17, Fleming Island, FL  U.S.P.S. (063-800)
Periodical Postage Paid at Orange Park, Florida
NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS This newspaper assumes no � nancial responsibility for typographical errors in advertisements, but when 
noti� ed promptly will reprint correctly the part of the advertisement in which the typographical error appears. All advertising in this 
publication is subject to approval of the publisher. This newspaper will not knowingly  accept or publish illegal material of any kind. 
Advertising which expresses preference based on legally protected personal characteristics is not accepted. 
PHONE ALL DEPARTMENTS 264-3200. MEMBER, FLORIDA PRESS ASSOCIATION & SOUTHERN NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION.

Florida Market Manager: Hugh Osteen
Publisher: Jon Cantrell 
Managing Editor: Don Coble 
Sta�  Reporters: Nick Blank
Sports Editor: Randy Lefko
Legal Notices: Cassandra Shaw

Sales & Marketing
Sales: Sheri Lhotak, Leesa Tillman, John Denmark 
Classi� ed Sales, Obituaries: Cassandra Shaw
Creative Services:  Michele McNeill, Shiela Holcombe, 
Lisa Murphy 

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Moved quickly
 4. Ocean temperature
 7. Scholarly book series
12. Irregular
15. Hairstyle
16. Indigestion fixer
18. Special therapy
19. Mock
20. Partner to Pa
21. Strays
24. Swedish currency (abbr.)
27. Desired
30. Soap product
31. Traditional fishing boat
33. No (Scottish)
34. Spy organization
35. Spiritual leader of a Jewish 
 congregation
37. Married woman
39. Blood relation
41. German river
42. Genus of clams
44. Parts of a movie
47. Residue
48. Ethnic group of Laos and 

Thailand
49. Atomic #77
50. Where wrestlers work
52. Northeast
53. Type of lettuce
56. Abstain
61. Communication between two
63. One who administers medicine
64. Sun up in New York
65. Having eight

CLUES DOWN
 1. He played ‘Milton’
 2. Elsa’s sister
 3. Digital wallet
 4. About backbone
 5. Type of weapon
 6. __ Turner, rock singer
 7. Microgram
 8. Hair product
 9. Health care pro
10. Holy fire
11. Military ID (abbr.)
12. __ the ante
13. Containing nitrogen
14. Green citrus fruit

17. Male parent
22. Bring up
23. Murdered
24. Soviet Socialist Republic
25. Supreme ruler Genghis
26. Social media hand gesture
28. Semitic Sun god
29. Land
32. Database management system
36. Similar
38. Nice to look at
40. Covered with mud
43. Simple dry fruit
44. Title of respect
45. Type of footwear
46. Most lucid
51. Exam
54. Extinct flightless bird of New 
Zealand
55. ‘Rule, Britannia’ composer
56. Small Eurasian deer
57. ‘Within’
58. Insures bank’s depositors
59. A pause for relaxation
60. Social insect
62. Expresses acidity

Clothes Closet and Food Pantry 
of Orange Park wins $25,000

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com 
ORANGE PARK – Volunteers huddled 

Tuesday morning to talk about their assign-
ments moments before the doors opened 
at the Clothes Closet and Food Pantry of 
Orange Park.

Volunteer Anita Aultman was paying 
more attention to her cellphone, constantly 
refreshing a page to see the results of the 
State Farm Neighborhood Assist program.

Just as the group was about to go to 
work, Aultman looked up from her phone 
and smiled. � e all-volunteer organization 
that provides food, clothing and household 
items to residents in need in Clay County 
suddenly realized they were among 100 
national winners who will receive a $25,000 
grant.

“Jubilation,” yelled one of the volunteers 
as he packed a grocery bag for a family

� e money is one of the biggest gifts 
to the Clothes Closet and Food Pantry of 
Orange Park. What started as the longest of 
longshots, the Neighborhood Assist grant 
evolved into a community-wide drive that 
gained speed until the online balloting 
ended a few weeks ago.

“� is is one of the largest grants we’ve 
received so far and it will do a great deal for 
our community,” Aultman said. “We have 
between 60 and 70 families a week coming 
in for food, and it means that the children 
won’t go hungry.

“Due to a signi� cant and sudden 
increase in clientele, funding has been inad-
equate to meet the demand for assistance. 
� e grant from State Farm will help meet 
these needs.”

State Farm opened the program for the 
� rst 4,000 applicants. All of the spots were 
gone within an hour, Aultman said.

� e insurance company then pared 
the list to the top 200 vote-getters and the 
Clothes Closet and Food Pantry made the 
cut. From there, the top 100 organizations 
would share a total of $2.5 million.

� e State Farm Review Committee 
selected the top 200 � nalists, and public 
voting determined the top 100. In the eleven 
years of the program, nearly 500 organiza-
tions have received a total of $12.5 million to 
enact change in their communities.

Aultman isn’t sure exactly where the 
Clothes Closet and Food Pantry � nished in 
the balloting, but she said it was ranked 58th 
heading into the � nal day of voting.

“State Farm is happy to celebrate its 
100th anniversary by providing 100 organi-
zations with grant money to help them ad-
dress the needs in their communities,” said 
Rasheed Merritt, Assistant Vice President at 
State Farm. “We look forward to seeing the 
impact these $25,000 grants will have.”

More than 2 million ballots were cast 
nationally during the promotion, State Farm 
said.

Mary Fleener didn’t know about the 
grant money. She was more focused on 
� nding clothes and food to help her family 
of three.

“� is helps me because of the fact that 
my family can eat more,” she said. “It’s good 
to know we have a place where we can go 
when we need help and the assistance is 
always going to be there.

“Without this, I don’t know what to do. 
We wouldn’t always have enough food. I’ll 
come here and I � ll out the forms and I’m 
doing everything I have to do to make sure 
that my family can eat, and they make sure 
that they do everything possible to help you 
as well.”

Aultman said the bulk of the money 
will be spent on restocking the shelves with 
food.

According to the organization’s mission, 
better nutrition produces better employees, 
better students and better communities, 
thus leading to an overall increase of com-
munity health.

By providing food for low-income 
parents, we will ensure a child does not go to 
bed hungry, and a parent does not wake up 
wondering where the next family meal will 
come from.

Additionally, the parents will have the 
� nancial freedom to spend their income on 
other necessities such as rent, transporta-
tion, and health care.

For more information on State Farm’s 
program, please visit: www.neighborhoo-
dassist.com, and for more information on 
� e Clothes Closet and Food Pantry, please 
visit : https://www.ccfpop.org/.

STAFF PHOTO BY DON COBLE

Volunteer Anita Aultman was thrilled to learn 
the Clothes Closet and Food Pantry won a 
$25,000 grant from State Farm.
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By Natalie Gilstrap
For Clay Today

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Park of the 
Palms is a Christian retirement community 
that o� ers independent and assisted living.

It was founded by George Tibbits when 
he wanted a southern extension of his facil-
ity in New York. It began as a Bible Confer-
ence Center before turning into a retirement 
community. Park of the Palms has one and 
two-bedroom apartments for independent 
living and one and two-person suites for 
their assisted living. � ey also have a variety 
of amenities that the residents can enjoy 
such as a heated pool, dining lodge, walking 
path, church, community center and a recre-
ational center.

� e retirement community also o� ers a 
lodge for relatives to stay while visiting.

Not only does Park of the Palms provide 
a community with amenities, but they also 
care for the well-being of its residents.

“In the assisted living facility we can 
assist people with their activities of daily 
life,” said Denise Cribbs, Vice President and 
Director of Operations. Bathing, dressing, 
grooming and housekeeping are some of 
the daily activities the sta�  can help their 
residents. � ey also do individualized laun-
dry for those living in assisted living. Meals 
and activities like BINGO, physical activities, 
gardening, crafts, and games are provided 

for the residents as well.
“We take excellent care of our residents,” 

she said.
Park of the Palms also hosts social events 

monthly and on holidays for their residents. 
� ey have a special holiday meal in their 
dining hall on Easter, Christmas and � anks-
giving. In addition, they have a Mother’s Day 
Social, a Christmas party and a Father’s Day 
event. In the summer, the residents have an 
event called Ice Cream Social.

Lastly, the retirement community o� ers 

Park of the Palms assists residents 
to thrive with lively assisted living

PHOTOS BY NATALIE GILSTRAP

Park of Palms is considered a hidden treasure in Keystone Heights for its facilities to enhnace 
independent and assisted living residents.

a peaceful environment for its residents and 
individualized care. Unfortunately, despite 
the excellent care and activities Park of the 
Palms o� ers to its residents, it is not well 
known in the Keystone Heights area. Due to 

that, it is seen as a hidden gem in the area.
To learn more about Park of the Palms, 

which is located at 204 Maranatha Road, 
visit www.parkofthepalms.org or call (352) 
473-6100
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By Don Coble
Managing Editor

Our mothers and doctors have told 
us for years to listen to our bodies. 
For most of 

my life, that meant 
a chorus of growls, 
groans, creaks and 
a throaty rumble 
that best resembles 
a cold diesel engine 
slowly coming to 
life.

Sometimes our 
bodies have a lot to 
say without making 
a sound. I know 
that now.

I quickly noticed 
my energy level had 
deteriorated to the point where going to 
the grocery required a 10-minute timeout 
on the pharmacy bench.

I went shopping for flowers and flower 
pots last month and I had to do it in three 
trips. I was too exhausted to do it all in a 
single day. Worse yet, it took me two more 
days to find the physical and emotional 
strength to move the plants from my car 
to the driveway. I admit, gravity did most 
of the work. From there, the plants sat 
another 10 days.

At the same time, I couldn’t stop sweat-
ing. I mean the kind of sweats where I had 
to keep a towel in every room.

Oddly enough, I had my annual blood-
work done at the same time I started to go 
into my fatigue funk. Other than stepping 

on my doctor’s scales and it telling me 
“one at a time, please,” everything was fine. 
Despite the number of Xs in my pants 
and shirt sizes, I essentially was a pillar of 
health.

But my body was telling me something 
different.

I had an interview on a Friday after-
noon, and less than two minutes after my 
first question, I doubled over in pain. I also 
felt nauseated. Something was wrong. And 
for the first time, I started listening to what 
my body was trying to tell me.

I excused myself from the interview 
and went home. I tried to outlast the 
pain but like a sputtering car engine and 
cracked mirror, this wasn’t going to fix 
itself.

I eventually broke down and drove 
myself to the Baptist Clay ER. Shortly after 
they took my vitals, a doctor said he was 
concerned my sharp pain had lasted so 
long under my right ribcage.

A CT scan confirmed his concern – and 
my worse fears. I not only had stones in my 
gallbladder but the organ was extremely 
inflamed and an infection had spread 
throughout my body cavity.

Suddenly, I was in an ambulance to 
Baptist South.

A surgeon originally said he wanted to 
operate on Saturday night, but he decided 
to wait until Sunday to give the infection 
and my fever to subside. Because of the 
inflammation, he also wanted to make sure 
there were additional specialists in the 
operating room.

When I woke up, all the surgeon told 

OF THE MONTH

THIS MONTH 
in History

Don Coble

Send us a letter ...
We’d like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about 
the county commission, the school board or your city council 
or commission, sit down and take a few moments to write us 

a letter.All we ask is that you keep it civil, no name-calling and 
write no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick to 
local issues, be clear and make a point. We reserve the right 
to edit for AP Stylebook errors, grammar and spelling. In your 

email, type Letter to the Editor in your subject and send it to 
Managing Editor Don Coble at don@claytodayonline.com.
 We look forward to hearing from you!

Opinions ...
The views and opinions expressed on this 
page are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of the Clay Today. 

Word of the Week is a feature that aims 
to help readers boost their vocabulary in a 
meaningful way that has practical applica-
tion. Each week, our editorial staff pres-
ents a word, its definition and its use in a 
sentence.

Reliquary: (REL-ah-kwer-ee) a noun 
that means a container for holy relics.

“An archaeological dig sometimes 
uncovers a reliquary or two.”

Five years ago, 2017
• Clay County Schools District Asst. Su-

perintendent Susan Legutko tells the school 
board the district fund balance will end the 
year with a 4% increase, up from 3.5% from 
a year ago.

• Four $1,000 scholarships are given to 
high school seniors from the Wyatt Mor-
rison Scholarship, a program created in 
the memory of the 4-year-old who died of 
leukemia.

• Pastor John Sanders hopes to establish 
the first homeless shelter in Green Cove 
Springs called The Vineyards.

10 years ago, 2012
• Three-hundred thirty Oakleaf High 

students are given their diplomas during 
the school’s first graduation ceremony.

• For the 10th year in a row, the Clay 
County Agricultural Fair is given a Blue Rib-
bon from the Florida Federation of Fairs.

• Clay County’s Emily Hyatt won first 
prize in magnetospheric physics in a 
student research project sponsored by the 
National Science Foundation and Commu-
nity Coordinate Modeling Center.

20 years ago, 2002
• Residents from Clay and St. Johns 

counties express frustration at a Town Hall 
meeting at Robert M. Patterson Elementary 
over not being able to decide where to build 
a bridge over the St. John River to relieve 
traffic concerns for the Buckman Bridge.

• Clay County officials learn the state 
plans to build much-needed exits for Bland-
ing Boulevard which will include a Collins 
Road exit from Interstate 295.

• With gas prices reaching $1.40 a gal-
lon, the Clay County Sheriff’s Office said 
the number of reported “drive-offs” from 
stations without paying have doubled from 
the previous month.

30 years ago, 1992
• Orange Park Town Councilman James 

WordWord

SEE ATTENTION, 5 SEE HISTORY, 5

By Anne Geggis
By FloridaPolitics.com

Gov. Ron DeSantis signed an update 
to the Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School Public Safety Act Tues-

day that will bolster school crisis interven-
tion and include charter schools in some 
safety requirements.

The new law aims to improve earlier 
legislation passed in response to the state’s 
worst school shooting in 2018 at MSD 
High School in Parkland. Testimony during 
this year’s Senate and House hearings on 
the update revealed none of the state’s 67 
school districts were entirely in compliance 
with the law that aimed to improve school 
safety.

So the new law will cement some new 
requirements and increase school districts’ 
accountability.

“Every child needs a safe and secure 
learning environment,” DeSantis said in a 
statement. “By signing HB 1421, we con-
tinue to build on the many steps we have 
taken since 2019 to implement the recom-
mendations of the Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas Public Safety Commission, while 
also making record investments in mental 
health and school safety.”

Republican Fred Hawkins sponsored 
the bill, and the Senate adopted that 
after. Sen. Joe Gruters introduced similar 
legislation (SB 802). It passed unanimously 
in both chambers.

The Governor highlighted some provi-
sions in the 19-page law. The law will:

• Extend the term of the Marjory Stone-
man Douglas High School Public Safety 
Commission from 2023 to 2025.

• Increase the powers of the Education 
Commissioner to enforce, rather than just 
oversee, school safety and security compli-
ance.

• Authorize safe school officers to make 
arrests on charter school property.

• Mandate that safe school officers 
complete crisis intervention and training to 
better respond and de-escalate situations.

• Require law enforcement officers to 
be active at assailant emergency drills at 
school.

• Require school boards to adopt fam-
ily reunification plans in the event of an 
evacuation to avoid the chaotic scene that 
unfolded after the MSD shooting.

• Require school districts to annually 
certify at least 80% of school personnel have 
received mandatory youth mental health 
awareness training.

Tuesday’s signing drew praise from 
stakeholders, according to the Governor’s 

SEE SAFETY, 5

Governor signs bill 
to bolster school 
crisis intervention, 
enhance safety

OPINION

Tough lesson learned: 

Pay attention when your 
body’s telling you something
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Selection
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Proudly Serving Our Community

Tillman cites declining health as the reason 
he resigned from the council.

• ”Project Graduation” is o� ered by 
Project Graduation to o� er graduating 
seniors an all-night, chemical and alcohol 
free party.

• � e county’s tax collector’s o�  ce said 
$1.7 million in delinquent property taxes 
were collected at a tax collector’s o�  ce.

40 years ago, 1982
•Lt. Gov. Wayne Mixson addressed a 

standing room only crowd at the Green 
Cove Springs Senior Citizen Center’s 
dedication.

• Harry Perlman, 85, longtime owner of 
Harry’s Men’s Store in Green Cove Springs, 
passes away.

• Kitty McGlave said she will run for the 
District 3 seat on the Clay County School 
Board – a seat once occupied by her late 
husband, Charles McGlave.

History
from page 4

me was, “It was bad.” It was like my body 
was saying, “Told you so!” If not for the 
stones, I may never have realized the seri-
ousness of the infection that was coursing 
through my body until it was too late. And 
from what I learned since, that probably 
would have been sooner than later.

I left with a belly full of staples, a drain-
age bag dangling from my side and a real 
disdain for hospital beef and chicken broth.

I can also say, the panda bear haircut 
on my belly is not a good look.

Two days after I was released, I had 

enough strength to plant all the � owers 
that survived two weeks of neglect and 
cut my grass. I went shopping to replace 
the dead � owers and buy solar-powered 
landscaping lights.

Now I’m left with the challenge of 
� nding which foods my body can tolerate. 
So far, it’s been more misses than hits. � e 
Mayo Clinic suggests not eating beef, pork, 
fried foods, carbonated drinks, alcohol, caf-
feine, re� ned sugar, spicy foods, processed 
foods like cake, cookies and pastries, fast 
foods, pizza, butter, ice cream and sausage.

I’m supposed to � nd solace in knowing 
I feel better. But I can promise you, next 
time I’ll pay more attention when my body 
is trying to tell me something.

Attention
from page 4

O�  ce.
State Board of Education Member Ryan 

Petty, whose daughter was killed in the 
MSD rampage, called DeSantis’ action “a 
huge leap forward.”

“Extending the Commission’s work and 
requiring mental health and de-escalation 
training for safe-school o�  cers will make a 
major di� erence in mitigating the risk of a 
future tragedy,” he said.

Tony Montalto, the president of Stand 
with Parkland who lost of daughter in 
the shooting, called the legislation “an 
important next step” to providing students 
and parents the assurances they need.

“Florida will continue to do everything 
possible to make sure our schools meet the 
highest safety standards and that mental 
health issues associated with school vio-
lence are being addressed,” Montalto said.

� e Governor’s O�  ce also noted De-
Santis has continued to invest in improving 
students’ mental health and school safety.

Safety
from page 4

� e budget has a record $140 million 
for mental health and $210 million for 
school safety approved. � at includes 
school hardening grants and youth 
mental health awareness and assistance 
training, the release said.

Every year DeSantis has been in 
o�  ce, he’s increased these investments, 
according to the release. Although 
his decision to end the state’s biennial 
participation in the Centers for Disease 
Control’s Youth Risk Behavior Surveil-
lance Survey, which identi� es student 
risks, has come under criticism.

Anne Geggis is a South Florida jour-
nalist who began her career in Vermont 
and has worked at the Sun-Sentinel, 
the Daytona Beach News-Journal and 
the Gainesville Sun covering govern-
ment issues, health and education. She 
was a member of the Sun-Sentinel team 
that won the 2019 Pulitzer Prize for 
coverage of the Parkland high school 
shooting. You can reach her on Twit-
ter @AnneBoca or by emailing anne@
� oridapolitics.com.

Commissioners make ordinance changes to protect pets
GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Commissioners 
are working to improve the living condi-
tions and quality of life for pets in Clay 
County through recent revisions to the 
Animal Services Ordinance No. 2022-14, 
which became e� ective March 8.

Amendments to the ordinance cover-
ing animal owners’ responsibilities, regula-
tions for breeders of dogs and cats, and the 
issuance of � nes for violations are intended 
to ensure the health, safety, and welfare of 

all pets in Clay County. 
� e full ordinance is located at ‘https://

library.municode.com/� /clay_county/
codes/code_of_ordinances.

Section 4-23 Animal Cruelty, 
Animal Neglect, and Tethering

 Tethering of an animal to a stationary 
object while outdoors is lawful only for 
dogs that are at least one year of age, in 

good health, not pregnant or having pup-
pies, and have access to clean, fresh water 
and food. � e ordinance also requires that 
the tethered dog(s) MUST be in the visible 
range of the owner or keeper who must also 
be outside with the dog(s) at all times. Dog 
owners who tether dogs outside and are 
not present will be cited by Animal Control 
O�  cers. Animal Control O�  cers are also 
authorized to remove tethered dogs behav-
ing by a maximum � ne of $500, according to 
Florida Statutes, section 828.27. 

Section 4-37 Breeders of Cats 
and Dogs Hobby Breeder 

 Any person or entity that engages in the 
breeding of up to three female dogs or cats 
on their property must obtain an annual 
license from Clay County Animal Services. 
Licenses are issued after an inspection de-
termines the property meets the minimum 
requirements identi� ed by the ordinance to 
protect the health and safety of animals and 
people on the property. Hobby Breeders 
may keep only one species of dog or cat, 
and only one breed of that animal on the 
property. No more than two litters or 20 
puppies or kittens, whichever is greater, can 
be produced annually per Hobby Breeder. 
Hobby Breeder license holders are subject 
to random inspections and routine inves-
tigations of complaints without notice and 
annual inspections with 24-hour notice. 
Hobby Breeders found in violation of the 
ordinance may have their license revoked 
and may be subject to penalties as outlined 

in Florida Statutes 828.27.
Any breeder of dogs or cats in Clay 

County with more than three breeding 
females on their property, regardless of 
ownership, must be licensed through the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture as a Federal 
Commercial Breeder. Any breeder not 
licensed as a Federal Commercial Breeder 
must be registered and licensed with 
Clay County Animal Services as a Hobby 
Breeder.

Hobby Breeder’s license guidelines and 
application can be downloaded at: https://
www.claycountygov.com/community/an-
imal-services/hobby-breeders. Completed 
forms can be submitted with the $100 ap-
plication fee to Clay County Animal Services 
at 3984 State Road 16 west in Green Cove 
Springs. 

Applicants will be contacted to sched-
ule an inspection of the breeding facility. 
A license will be issued upon an approved 
inspection. For more information call Clay 
County Animal Services at 904-269-6342. 

Clay County Chairman of the Board of 
County Commissioners Wayne Bolla said, 
“� e amendments to our Animal Services 
Ordinance have been made in the interest of 
promoting responsible pet ownership and 
protecting the health, safety, and welfare of 
the citizens of Clay County.

“Commissioners will not tolerate animal 
neglect nor abuse in Clay County, and the 
regulations in this ordinance are intended to 
prevent it.”
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By Natalie Gilstrap
For Clay Today

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Touch of Grace 
Galleria is a promenade that supports local 
businesses in the area. It originally opened 
in 2019 when Sharon Walters, the owner, 
saw a need for space where vendors could 
sell their products.

“I had a booth elsewhere and I noticed 
all the vendors were asking for more space,” 
she said.

Walters also said she got the idea to start 
her own business after seeing that vendors 
could not expand due to the limited build-
ing space available. Before its first opening, 
the galleria was nearly full due to co-busi-
ness owners spreading the word.

As of now it offers more than 15 vendors 
the space needed to sell their products and 

Touch of Grace Galleria serves 
as business hub for local vendors

advertise. Repurposed furniture, antiques, 
home décor, books and jewelry are some of 
the many products in the galleria.

“We try our best to bring in items that 
people are asking for at a reasonable price,” 
Walters said.

They offer, on occasion, a yard sale for 
their vendors. In addition, they offer an 
open house with snacks and a drawing dur-
ing the holiday season.

The galleria just recently gained new 
vendors along with new items such as Myra 
bags. In addition, bird feeders, wreaths and 
epoxy covered cups and mugs are new to 
the shop. Lastly, it has expanded to opening 
a furniture section.

However, Touch of Grace Galleria does 
not only offer independent vendors a place 
to sell their products, they also contribute to 
saving the earth through their actions.

“One thing we do is we try to repurpose, 
reuse, recycle as many products as we can, 
so they are not going to the land fill,” she 
said.

The galleria also contributes to several 
animal rescues and offers gift certificates to 
the community when possible.

For more information about Touch of 
Grace Galleria, which is located at 956 SE 
State Road 100, call (352) 478-1764 or email 
touchofgracegalleria@gmail.com.
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We’re now Aza Health! We still have you covered from A to Z 
with quality primary and preventative healthcare services for the entire family!  

Our team of healthcare professionals will tailor your care to meet your needs!

Discounted pricing for Eligible Patients.  
Learn more about our “sliding fee scale” at 

www.azahealth.org

Wellness from A to Z

Call Today for an Appointment!We’ve shortened our name, but not our list of services!

(352) 473-6595
100 Commercial Dr., Keystone Heights

MEDIC AL  •    MENTAL HEALTH  •    PHARMAC Y

By Nick Blank
nick@claytodayonline.com

 ORANGE PARK – Naval Air Station Jackson-
ville Commander Je� rey Hill relayed a mes-
sage of togetherness and honoring sacri� ces 
to a packed crowd at Clay County’s Military 
Appreciation Luncheon last week.

After a two year wait, the event returned 
to � rasher-Horne Center. Every branch was 
represented.

Hill began by mentioning the loss of 
former NAS Jacksonville Commander Bob 
Sanders, calling him a pillar in the com-
munity. He then recognized the dozens of 

veterans in attendance. Hill said it’s no small 
task to swear to defend a country.

“To all the service members, thanks for 
coming out and getting dressed up,” Hill said. 
“I do want to point out that this community, 
more so than what you’ll � nd anywhere, sup-
ports everything that you do.”

He joked about re-writing his speech 
several times and told servicemembers, spon-
sors and government o�  cials present that 
they are an integral part of the country.

“ … Everybody in this county is an integral 
part of this nation,” he said. “� ose of us in 
uniform can’t do what we do without your 
support.”

Memorial Day was more than just a day 
o� , Hill added. It is speci� cally for those who 
died defending the country, he said, which 
some people may not know. He asked the 
crowd to take a short time to think on what 
the weekend is about.

“It’s not about the people who serve, it’s 
about the people who aren’t here,” Hill said.

When Hill was nearly � nished with his 
speech with a heart-felt closer, the micro-
phone was knocked loose and the crowd, and 
Hill, erupted in laughter.

“I was really coming to a crescendo there 
… It was like Showtime at the Apollo,” Hill 
laughed, though he continued, “ … Take that 

step further. Grab your kids, your grandkids. 
Grab your friends. Make sure they under-
stand what these incredible giants did for the 
nation and what they did for them.”

� e event began with Military Apprecia-
tion Committee Chairman and Master of 
Ceremonies David King, whose father fought 
in World War II. King said his father was 
humble.

“He would always say, ‘Son, each of those 
medals was just the result of being in the 
wrong place at the wrong time.’ And he would 
add, ‘I was merely doing my job,’” King said. 

Veterans honored as military appreciation luncheon returns
STAFF PHOTOS BY NICK BLANK

At last week’s Military Appreciation Luncheon, service members were honored.

Naval Air Station Jacksonville Commander Je� rey Hill addresses a crowd with several branches 
present at the Military Appreciation Luncheon last week.

SEE MILITARY, 15
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920 Blanding Blvd., Suite 4
Orange Park, FL 32065

904-420-0044

GET YOUR 
MEDICAL MARIJUANA 

CARD TODAY!

No Medical records? NO PROBLEM. 
Visit us at www.CMMDR.com

Do you have stress and anxiety
due to the Coronavirus?

Call today for a PTSD evaluation. 

Re-Certify by phone- No need to leave home!

RECERTIFICATIONS

EDIBLES NOW AVAILABLE. 

Red Cross
from page 1
who perish, die between 20 seconds and 
one minute submerged.

A 30-year community volunteer with 
the American Red Cross and the former 
CEO of the Northeast Florida Chapter of the 
Red Cross, Cramer said saving someone in 
the water takes skill and knowledge.

“Back about 50-60 years ago, we had a 
saying: ‘reach, throw, row, go.’ Today, the 
Red Cross would not encourage you to the 
‘go’ part it.”

Cramer said only someone trained in 
water rescue should attempt a pull a drown-
ing victim to safety. A person in distress of-
ten tries to use the rescuer to gain leverage 
to get above the water line. In response, the 
rescuer too often becomes the victim.

That leaves reach, throw and row.
“The whole idea being not to put res-

cuer in the position of becoming a victim,” 
Cramer said. “The next is throw and by the 
way reach can include a broom, a lawn rake 
and for pool owners, that cool brush that 
reaches almost across your pool.

“You can also throw a life preserver or 

a life ring with a lanyard on it. So, once it 
reaches the victim and they’re capable of 
rubbing it that you can pull them back in 
to the safety of the shore or the edge of the 
pool.”

If that’s not an option, Cramer said to use 
a boat, if available, to reach a victim.

Getting a victim out of the water is only 

half of the rescue. It’s imperative at least one 
person in every group is certified in Cardio-
pulmonary resuscitation.

Cramer said it’s important to see if a 
victim has the ability to respond.

“You yell at them. Yell their name. If they 
don’t answer, it’s time to start CPR,” he said.

While it’s still all right to breath into a 

Clay County Fire Rescue teaches Cardiopulminary resuscitation in an effort to save lives during 
an emergency like accidental drowning.

victim’s mouth, Cramer said the most-vital 
response are chest compressions.

There are several apps on the Red Cross 
website that offer rescue tips, Cramer said.

“I think really basic is Red Cross has 
some really terrific application that they’ve 
come up with in the last few years,” he said. 
“If somebody is looking for something they 
can do right after they open their phone, I 
would send them to redcross.org/apps and 
they can just go into their search engine. 
Click on Red Cross apps and what it will do 
it will take you to a whole shopping list.”

There are several private and public 
classes to learn CPR, including Florida Fire 
and EMS Training Institute and Encore 
CAN and CPR Training, both in Orange 
Park, and Red Cross locations in Jackson-
ville and St. Augustine.

“We have some kind of fundamental 
rules that we deal with in terms of water 
safety at polls and there they seem like 
common sense,” Cramer said. “But some-
how we still managed to have a lot of kids 
and adults drowning. And among children 
ages 4 and under, drowning is the leading 
cause of accidental death. So, it is a big deal.”

And a number Cramer is committed to 
change.

STAFF PHOTOS BY NICK BLANK

Water safety is a priority for local emergency 
rescue departments since the number of 
unintentional drowning deaths happen dur-
ing the summer months.

there to spoil the party.
While CCSO wants the river’s boaters to 

have fun safely, going through emergency 
procedures on the water is a difficult propo-
sition. Maher shared the story of a man who 
jumped from a boat into the shallow water 
head first and had to be rushed from the 
water to land at a hospital. A spine injury on 
the water complicates the process, he said.

At different points of the river, Maher 
passes jet skis, pontoons and speed boats. 
Having the right safety equipment on board 
is imperative, he said.

“People buy $20,000 play toys, and it 
makes no sense to not be safe,” he said.

Water 
from page 1

Swimming Pools 
Albeit without the expanse of the St. 

Johns River, safety is a major concern for 
Fleming Island Splash Park officials. After 
a few scares with saves and even a near-
drowning, the pool reshaped its practices, 
bringing in Linda Bolger’s Fast Swim Pro-
gram.

Bolger administered the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention and American 
Association of Pediatrics guidelines at the 
pool. There have been zero saves and near-
drownings at the pool since the program 
was instituted, she said.

Lifejackets were a key component. The 
signage was changed. Children who are not 
swim-tested have to be kept at arm’s length 
supervision.

“It’s a prevention system for the life-
guards,” Bolger said. “It’s a whole different 
philosophy. By following AAP guidelines, a 
child never gets in that dangerous situa-
tion.”

According to CDC data, Florida has the 
fifth-highest rate of drownings in the U.S. 
For Bolger, safe swimming practices have to 
happen one skill, one pool – and one state 
at a time.

She said charges are pressed if a child is 
left in a hot car, but the same can’t be said 
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for a child who drowns near authority � g-
ures. Learning to swim is a vital ability early 
and later in life, she said.

A� ordability of swimming lessons 
varies, though some areas are teaching 
swimming lessons unconventionally, like in 
blowup pools near public libraries.

“It’s got to be more consistent. We’ve got 
to be advocating for zero saves,” Bolger said. 
“If (children) are four years or older, we 
can teach them how to swim in 10 lessons 
utilizing life jackets.”

As far as certi� cations go, longtime 
American Red Cross member Skip Cramer 
urged residents to receive CPR and AED 
training. An extra 20 seconds or one minute 
wasted during a hazardous situation could 
lead to tragedy.

“I always encourage somebody in the 
household to be CPR and First Aid-trained,” 
Cramer said.

Green Cove Marine Patrol 
Back to the law enforcement side, 

Green Coves Springs Police Department 
Operations Commander Shawn Hines also 
leads the organization’s marine patrol. He 
patrols an area from Bayard Point to the 
train tracks near Black Creek.

“� e biggest thing I would say is, law 
enforcement and (U.S.) Coast Guard, we 
harp on it all the time, is having the proper 
safety equipment,” Hines said. “Our boats 
are on trailers. Right now, if there is no law 
enforcement on the water, it could be a 
20-to-30-minute wait for us to arrive.”

Hines’ role pertained to emergency 
callouts for distressed boaters and related 
incidents, though on routine patrols he 

conducts inspections and looks for unsafe 
conditions. Hines drew parallels between 
an o�  cer stopping a vessel and an o�  cer in 
a motor vehicle pulling over a car.

State law now requires civilian boaters 
to come to an idle speed when they see a 
law enforcement boat with lights activated 
stopping a vessel. Two vessels can be side-
by-side and rattled by a wake, he said.

“� at is very important for boaters to 

STAFF PHOTOS BY NICK BLANK

Doctors Lake Marina Lead Dockmaster Dale Sampson, above, said boating safety starts at the 
dock, while Green Cove Springs Police Department Commander Shawn Hines, below, keeps an 
eye on the St. Johns River to make sure everyone has fun and safe day on the water.

adhere to. It’s a safety issue,” Hines said. “It 
smashes the boats together. If somebody 
has a hand or leg between boats that could 
be a serious injury situation.”

Boating Safely 
Sherri and James Varner visited Doc-

tors Lake Marina earlier this week. � ey 
used to own boats and are looking for one 
again. � ey said they would get any certi� -
cations or equipment necessary.

“We’re going to get any training we need 
for storms,” Sherri Varner said. “We know 
the basics. Florida law may change. We 
need to stay aware and educated.”

Lead Dockmaster Dale Samson, who 
served 25 years in the U.S. Navy, drives a 
golf cart around the property, surveying the 
docked boats. Samson stresses preventa-
tive maintenance for pumps, switches and 
lines. Hours rather than miles are important 
for maintenance, he tells boat owners. Get 
insurance via Sea Tow, he said.

“Sea Tow will give you � ve gallons of gas 
to get you to the nearest marina,” Samson 
said.

Follow the requirements for how many 
people can be in the boat and have ap-
proximately 10% more lifejackets than your 
boat’s capacity, he said. Have an anchor and 
working whistle.

“� e horn doesn’t count,” Samson 
explained.

Good safety comes in many forms. 
Samson recalled seeing several younger 
people on a boat about to refuel. � e boat 
had a short circuit somewhere and caught 
� re. He said he told them to get o�  while he 
put the blaze out.

“� ey are standing in the boat wonder-
ing what to do,” he added. “If you have a 
boat by a gas pump, that’s on � re, your best 
bet is to get o�  that boat.”
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If you’re planning on providing advanced 
educational opportunities for your children 
or grandchildren, you may want to consider 
investing in a 529 plan. And in recent years, this 
plan has gotten more flexible, and potentially 
more powerful.

A key benefit of a 529 plan is that earnings are 
generally tax free, provided the money is used 
for qualified educational expenses. And a 529 
plan can now be used for more than just college 
– it can help pay for K-12 tuition expenses, 
apprenticeship programs and some student loan 
repayments.

But a key change for the 2024-25 school 
year will be of particular interest to families with 
college-bound children. Previously, money taken 

from grandparent-owned 529 plans could hurt 
a child’s financial aid package. But withdrawals 
taken in 2022 and later won’t need to be 
reported as student income, which means that 
a grandparent-owned 529 plan won’t have any 
effect on need-based financial aid eligibility.  

With this change, parents and grandparents 
should discuss the best ways to put 529 plans to 
work. It’s a great tool for paying for education – 
and it’s gotten even better. 

  Member SIPC
This is Courtnie Douglas, your Edward Jones financial advisor 
located at 131 S. Walnut Street, Starke, FL 32091, phone 
number (904) 964-1486.

New opportunities for 529 plan owners  TEAL 
TILE

Your Flooring Specialists

131 N. Cherry St., Starke, FL 32091

Sales • Service • Installation
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

904-964-7423

• Vinyl • Carpet • Ceramic Tile 
• Hardwood & Laminate Floors

Visit OurVisit Our
Showroom!Showroom!

Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5:30 pm 

BUYING POWER OF 
OVER 1,400 STORES!!

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.com 

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Twelve graduating 
seniors from Keystone Heights High were 
recognized Saturday by AMVETS Post 86 
for their work in the classroom, with each 
receiving a $500 check for college.

Retired Col. Mark Alexander, a veteran 
with the post, told the students: “You are our 
future. 

Take (the check) and put it to good use.” 
Bryce Couey won the Riders Scholar award, 
while Dylan Ga� ney and Clayton Kicklighter 
were selected by the Sons of AMVETS, Mor-
gan Perkins, Jacob Lepanto, Cody Saley and 
Ashton Librojo were honored by the Ladies 
Auviliary and the Veteran’s Scholars were 
Della Boyette, Eden Jackson, Emman Rogel 

Christopher Anderson and Mason Dicks.
Brandon Ludwig, the new Community 

Services Director for Starke, received a 
scholarship from AMVETS Post 86 before he 
graduated from Keystone Heights in 2018.

“When a business or organization, 
whether it be AMVETS or the Daughters of 
the American Revolution, they looked at you 
and decided this is the best way to spend 
their own money in the right way. To receive 
this scholarship is an incredible honor.”

� e total gift of $6,000 was the most 
rewarded by the local AMVETS post.

“We are fortunate to have so many 
groups who do the right things for Keystone 
Heights High,” said mayor Karen Lake.

Seniors will receive their diplomas on 
Friday night at the school’s football stadium, 
and the � nal day of the schoolyear is May 27.

Riders Scholar – Salli Reinhart, Bryce Couey and Jim Reinhart.

Veteran’s Scholars – Bob Beinlich, Della Boyette, Eden Jackson, Emma Rogel, Christopher 
Anderson, Mason Dicks and Tanya Marheine.

Ladies Auxiliary Scholars – Dalean Hall, Ashton Librojo, Cody Saley, Morgan Perkins, Jacob 
Lepanto and Gail Wooten.

Son’s of AMVETS Scholars – Seaboard Johnson, Clayton Kicklighter, Dylan Ga� ney and Bill Hall.

AMVETS award $500 
checks to12 KHHS seniors
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Complex to expand to handle 
overwhelming demand

By Natalie Gilstrap
For Clay Today

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Keystone Heights 
RV Resort continues to expand.

� e resort is planning to add 292 rental 
spots for recreational vehicles, giving it a 
total of 705 spaces.

Ken Loyd, the general manager, said he 
saw the resort growing, but was not expect-
ing it to grow as fast as it has. � e resort is 

waiting on the building permit to start the 
expansion.

“It’s ready to go. � ey gave us the verbal, 
but not the written,” Loyd said.

He also said before expansion can start, 
they had to obtain a permit to resolve some 
wetland mitigation issues. � e expansion is 
set to be completed between January and 
February.

� e resort’s expansion will not only 
expand the resort, but it will also bring more 
business to the area.

“It will add to what we have already 
done,” Loyd said.

He said since the resort’s opening, restau-
rants, groceries, golf courses and local busi-
nesses have seen an increase in business. 
However, the additional RV spots are not the 
only thing the resort is planning to build. As 
of now, the resort is building a second bath-
house for its residents. In addition, they are 
planning to build a new gas station north-
west of the resort on State Road 100 toward 
Starke and will have enough room for boats, 
RVs and � fth wheels to pull through. � e 
resort plans to see the gas station in fruition 
in a year or two.

Despite the obstacles Keystone Heights 

RV Resort faced in the beginning, the resi-
dents living at the resort love it.

“I love it here. Everyone is sweet. It’s 
gated. I feel safe,” Katelyn, a resident said.

Another resident, � ersa, says that the 
RV resort is fantastic.

“It’s an active adult community. Every-
one is active. You can � nd a common attrac-
tion despite the age di� erence,” she said.

To learn more about the Keystone 
Heights RV Resort visit keystoneheightsrv.
com.

More residents are putting down roots at Keystone RV resort
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NEW ADDITION. 

COUCH OFFICE.

With a Home Equity Line of Credit from Capital City 
Bank, say hello to a better way to fund your home 
improvements, dream vacations, education expenses 
and more. 

Apply for a credit line just like a loan, and once you’re 
approved you can access this cash – up to your full 
available credit limit – whenever you’d like, for whatever 
you’d like. Go online or stop by today to apply.*

*All loans subject to credit and property approval. The introductory rate will be in effect for the first six (6) months after account 
is opened. Annual  Percentage  Rate  (APR)  that  can  range  from  Prime  +  0.5%  (currently  4.50%  APR)  to Prime  +  6.5%  

(currently  10.50%  APR),  using  the JP  Morgan  Chase  Prime  (JPMCP)  rate,  not  to  exceed  18%  at  any  time.  Information accurate as of 
05/20/2022. After the promotional period, the variable standard APR will be based on the borrower’s line amount, combined loan-to-
value ratio, and credit rating. Hazard insurance required and flood insurance, if applicable. An annual fee of $50 is charged on the first year 
anniversary after closing and each year thereafter. A prepayment penalty of 2% of the original credit line amount, not to exceed $1,500, 
will be assessed if the credit line is closed within three (3) years of the origination date. The borrower may pay the credit line down to zero 
without closing the line of credit or without incurring a prepayment penalty. Consult a tax advisor about possible tax benefits. Minimum 
line of $10,000 required. Exclusions, limitations and funding requirements apply. Additional Limitations and conditions apply for existing 
HELOC clients. Refer to product disclosure or ask a banker for complete details. Offer available for limited time.

No Closing 
Costs 

ON LINES UP TO $250,000
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Apply now at: 
ccbg.com/equity

Home Equity Line of Credit from Capital City Bank
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%*

284-7720 • rhrfh.com 
2335 Sandridge Rd, Green Cove 

Springs, FL

Our calling is to o� er care,  comfort and 
reassurance in  a uniquely personal 

and all-embracing way.
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Detail
Matters.

FUNERAL HOME
Open and inviting facility

Modern
Reception room available

CEMETERY
Natural surroundings

Veterans section
Cremation garden 

CREMATORY
Private and on-site

Sta�  trained in cremation procedures
Family can witness

Continuous care throughout your time of need
Video tour on our website

Russell Haven of Rest
FUNERAL HOME • CEMETERY • CREMATORY

Superintendent David Broskie re� ects on a busy year 2021-22 school year with the 
culmination of 2022 graduation. 

Superintendent Broskie looks 
back over busy school year
By Nick Blank
nick@claytodayonline.com

CLAY COUNTY – � e � nal months of 
school are rife with the rush to � nish testing, 
complete district goals and gently push 
students toward their next chapter.

� e 2021-2022 school year saw a 
frantic May that had ground-breakings and 
graduations. Superintendent David Broskie 
re� ected on a busy year, of which the last 
day is Friday.

� e 2021-2022 school year had unique 
challenges, Broskie said, as the state of 
Florida was hit heavily throughout the 
school year with COVID-19.

“� e hard work, dedication and commit-
ment from the teachers, leaders, district sta� , 
support sta� , students and parents have not 
gone unnoticed in regard to the success of 
our school system these past few years,” he 
said.

District board members approved a 
continuation of a 1 mill rate increase meant 
for school security. � ey choose Spring 
Park Elementary as the name for its newest 
school, o�  of County Road 315.

According to state data, the district 
maintained its Top 10 in a COVID-stricken 
2020-2021 school year. Prominent educa-
tion resource website Niche ranked the Clay 
County School District as the fourth-best 

district in the state. Broskie said the district 
would continue to push academic options 
for students like Career and Technical 
Education.

“Every senior high school o� ers an 
accelerated pathway for college readiness 
or a Career and Technical pathway that 
has an industry certi� cation,” Broskie said. 
“Our newest program is a partnership with 
Garber Automall and Middleburg High 
School, which will now host an academy 
with a direct career pathway for students in 
automotive repair.”

However, there were challenges. � e 
most visible was and still is hiring teach-
ers and support personnel like bus drivers. 
� e supply chain crisis also impacted the 
district, with the district exploring options in 
terms of buying buses.

According to the district, 100 of its 240 
buses were recently replaced as part of a 
� eet modernization plan. It reduced the 
repairs needed and the demand for parts. 
� e organization also increased its number 
of critical items such as oil and fuel � lters, 
brake drums, brake shoes and tires.

“� e Clay County District Schools Trans-
portation Department has been working to 
monitor supply chain issues to be as proac-
tive as possible. We are actively reviewing 
proposals regarding the purchase of school 
buses con� gured for Exceptional Student 

Education transportation,” the district said 
in a statement.

“� ese buses, if approved, would be used 
to replace a number of older buses with a 
speci� c engine model that we have found to 
have limited parts availability.”

But potential change is on the horizon. 
� e county continues to grow, and with it, 
the district. � ree school board members 
face re-election in Districts 1, 3 and 5 by 
November. � e millage continuation also 
faces a vote from taxpayers.

Broskie said the past few years with 
COVID-19 have been tough. He was elected 
to the district’s highest position in Novem-
ber 2020 after spending about nine months 
as interim superintendent, but the former 
teacher and principal refered to himself as a 
30-year employee of the district.

“I continue to be excited about the 
future of Clay County District Schools as we 
build our 43rd school next year, and I look 
forward to a traditional start to the 2022-
2023 school year,” he said.
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Todd D. Shockley, DMD

260 S. Lawrence Blvd. Suite 102
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

Phone: 352-473-0707
Fax: 352-473-5187

drshockley@hotmail.com

®

Clay Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Competitive rates, no - profit,
right here in your community.

Keystone • (352) 473-4917
Orange Park • (904) 272-2456

clayelectric.com

By Nick Blank
nick@claytodayonline.com 

FLEMING ISLAND – Rather than lounge 
around, a local teen entrepreneur owns 
a garbage cleaning business, eschewing 
the typical high school summer jobs like a 
lifeguard.

Will Hejmanowski, 13, just gradu-
ated from Oakleaf Junior High. Last year, 
the business “Fresh Bins” started on a 
small scale, but now it’s hit about a dozen 
customers, using his family golf cart and a 
power washer he bought. � e marketing 
has extended to � yers, business cards and 
social media.

Old-fashioned going door to door 
doesn’t hurt, either.

“Hopefully, when I gain more custom-
ers, my friends can go into my place,” he 
said.� e goal is to get a car. Asked where the 
drive comes from, he said he is the young-
est of four.

“It comes from being the youngest of 
four siblings who are all grown up doing 
their own thing,” he said. “At my own age, I 
don’t think there are a lot of jobs hiring.”

Reactions have been positive, he said. 
But this is a unique idea for something 
most people don’t want to do. Rather than 
a driver stopping because they see a child 
manning a lemonade stand, customers 
partake due to the need.

As for growth, Will Hejmanowski wants 
to branch Fresh Bins out of his neighbor-
hood, Eagle Landing, and establish more 
customers. “Most customers think it’s a 
great idea during summer,” he said. “� ey’re 
grateful.”

Chris Hejmanowski, Will’s father, said 
the pair were cleaning out bins when Will 
asked if couldn’t pay someone to do it. His 
son was referring to himself rather than a 
hired cleaner.

“(Will) said, “No, I mean could I do this,’” 
Chris Hejmanowski said.

Teens can work retail and or deliver 
food, the elder Hejmanowski said, and 
those jobs are constructive. However, entre-
preneurship requires marketing, resource-
fulness and managing overhead. More often 
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Dirty Dirty 
jobsjobs

Teen entrepreneur turns garbage Teen entrepreneur turns garbage 
cans into thriving business

than 
not, the 
country 
is bom-
barded 
with 
tales of 
youth gone wrong, he said.

“Most have no idea what happens 
behind the counter,” Chris Hejmanowski 
said. “It’s viable and not an expensive en-
deavor on (Will’s) part. My kids always had 
summer jobs. Will has had a chance to see 
all that.”

It’s $10 to clean a single bin; $15 for 
two bins. � e business provides its 
garbage bags for clean-up, pressure 
washer and cleaning supplies. Cus-
tomers need only provide a hose and 
water source. Email WillHej@icloud.

com for more information.
As for Will Hejmanowski, he plans to 

attend his freshman year at Bishop John 
J. Snyder High School in Jacksonville next 
year. Now, it’s time to get to work, he said.

“I think me doing this is a smart idea 
over the summer,” he said.
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Non-Operative
Reparative Treatments
Do you want to get back to your 
active lifestyle and doing what you 
love without surgery?

To learn more about our non-operative 
solutions, call our office today at 
904.634.0640 to schedule your 
appointment with one of our specialists.

www.se-ortho.com

Arrests & Bookings 

(Name, age, location of arrest, charges). 
Key: FTA-Failure to Appear; DWLSR-Driving 
Without a License-Suspended or Revoked; 
DUI-Driving Under the In� uence; VOP-Vio-
lation of Probation; BAL-blood alcohol level. 
There are no assumptions or representations 
about guilt or innocence. Anyone arrested or 
booked is presumed innocent. 

Sunday, June 5 
Brian S. Tymoniewicz, 46, Melrose, DUI 

with property damage/personal injury 
Tamara M. Fulton-Dolan, 43, Keystone 

Heights, failure to register 

Saturday, June 4 
Geshyla F. Street, 19, Starke, battery, 

assault with intent to do violence 

Thursday, June 2 
Charles C. Chamberlain, 49 Keystone 

Heights, shoplifting 

Wednesday, June 1 
Summer M. Shepherd, 36, Keystone 

Heights, battery 

Monday, May 30 
Kevin M. Craft, 35, Keystone Heights, 

aggravated battery 

Sunday, May 29 
Allen T. Grimes, 31, Keystone Heights, 

possession-controlled substance, resist/
obstruct/oppose law enforcement, provid-
ing false name/ID, VOP-assault with intent 
to commit felony 

Randall W. Liles, 33, Keystone Heights, 
trespassing 

Thursday, May 26 
Morgan R. Tindall, 34, Keystone 

Heights, DWSLR 
Jerry R. Benne� eld, 48, Keystone 

Heights, three counts DWSLR, contempt 
of court 

Ronnie D. Smith, 34, Keystone Heights, 
aggravated assault with deadly weapon, 
violation of concealed weapon law 

CCSO � nd drugs, 
methamphetamine pipe in, 
around woman during tra�  c 
stop 

ORANGE PARK – A tra�  c stop for a 
missing license tag led to the arrest of a 
woman who was carrying a “hot-railer” 
used to smoke 
methamphetamine 
concealed inside 
her body cavity. 

Brandi Leigh 
Flemming, 43, of 
Jacksonville, was 
charged with pos-
session of meth-
amphetamine, 
Adderall pills, 
mushrooms and 
tra�  cking fentanyl 
after the car in which she was a passenger 
was pulled over on Woodside Drive on 
May 25. 

� e driver, Jimmy Mullis, showed the 

deputy a Georgia tag, but a quick check 
revealed the tag wasn’t assigned to a car. 
� e search also revealed the car was re-
ported stolen on April 5 in Jacksonville. 

� e occupants were removed and 
detained since they were in a stolen car, 
the Clay County Sheri� ’s O�  ce said. 
During the individual searches, Flemming 
said she was concealing a makeshift meth 
pipe in her body. Deputies also found a 
pink purse in the backseat where Flem-
ming was sitting, and they uncovered 5.8 
ounces of mushrooms, a bottle of Adderall 
and 40.5 fentanyl pills. 

Another passenger, Dwayne Scott 
Smith, 32, of Keystone Heights, was 
charged with tra�  cking methamphet-
amine after deputies uncovered 18.9 
ounces of methamphetamine where he 
was sitting. His bond was set at $105,005. 

Flemming, whose bond was set at 
$72,511, also faces extradition to Alachua 
County to face other charges. 

� e driver was arrested on an out of 
state warrant issued by Boone County, 
Arkansas. 

Brandi Flemming

Wednesday, May 25 
Scott G. Ballou, 34, Keystone Heights, 

trespassing 

Tuesday, May 24 
Mary Grenstiner, 44, Keystone Heights, 

introduce/remove contraband into county 
jail, two counts possession-controlled 
substance 

Monday, May 23 
Debra M. Kemp, 32, Keystone Heights, 

resist/obstruct/oppose law enforcement, 
driving without valid license 

Sunday, May 22 
James B. Stephens, 39, Keystone 

Heights, burglary 

Friday, May 20 
Scott G. Ballow, 34, Keystone Heights, 

FTA 

Thursday, May 12 
Michael S. Middleton, 54, Keystone 

Heights, felony domestic battery by stran-
gulation 

Derrick B. Nicholes, 20, Keystone 
Heights, possession-marijuana, domestic 
battery 

Melanie J. Hess, 32, Keystone Heights, 
aggravated assault with deadly weapon, 
domestic battery 

Country Music Duo Crawford & 
Power to headline Freedom Fest
Festival honors active duty, veterans, 
� rst responders

ORANGE PARK – Orange Park recently 
announced country music duo Crawford 
& Power will headline this year’s Free-
dom Fest event on Saturday, June 25. The 
duo has opened for a variety of artists in-
cluding, The Marshall Tucker Band, Willie 
Nelson, Travis Tritt, The Charlie Daniels 
Band, Luke Combs, Cody Johnson and 38 
Special. 

Gates will open at 4 p.m. with the 
presentation of colors by the Clay Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Of� ce Color Guard, followed 
by the National Anthem. Music begins at 
4:30 p.m. with the Navy Band Southeast’s 
Popular Music Group, “Pride,” followed by 
local favorite Cumberland and Crawford & 
Power closing out the festivities.

The beloved annual event will feature 
a variety of local food and brews, veter-
an-owned businesses and crafters. Other 
activities include a kid’s zone, a silent 
auction bene� ting St. Michael’s Soldiers, 
a Veterans Lounge, food trucks, beer and 
wine and a � reworks � nale to end the eve-
ning.

Admission to the festival is free. Out-
side food and drink will not be permitted 
in the event area, and parking policies will 
remain consistent with daily mall opera-
tions. Guests are encouraged to bring lawn 
chairs and picnic blankets.

The event is made possible through 
partnerships with Double A Productions, 
WQIK 99.1, Santori Fireworks, Fields Au-
tomotive, Jacksonville Memorial Gardens 
and Clay Today.

Crawford and Power
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1166 Blanding Blvd. 
Orange Park

904-272-2200 • www.GordonChevy.com

NO
BULL

A SLAM 
DUNK OF 
SAVINGS!

LUBE, OIL & FILTER

$4995
WITH ACDELCO DEXOS1™ 

5W30 SYNTHETIC OIL
EXCLUDES DIESEL ENGINES. MORE THAN 6 QUARTS 
OF OIL AND TAX EXTRA. INCLUDES ACDELCO DEXOS 

1™ OIL REQUIRED BY 2011 AND NEWER VEHICLES. 
SEE DEALER  FOR ELIGIBLE VEHICLES AND DETAILS. 
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS. EXPIRES 8/31/19.

A/C PERFORMANCE 
CHECK

$1995
SOME VEHICLES MAY BE HIGHER. MAY EXCLUDE HYBRID 

SYNTHETICS, FREON AND DIAGNOSIS ADDITIONAL 
CHARGE, ALL PRICES PLUS TAX AND FEES. MUST PRES-
ENT COUPON AT TIME OF WRITE-UP. CANNOT BE USED 
IN COMBINATION WITH OTHER DISCOUNTS OR OFF ERS. 

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. EXPIRES 8/31/19.

$100OFF
UP TO ANY SERVICE WORK

THE CHECK VALUE WILL BE BASED ON THE FI NAL INVOICE AMOUNT FOR PARTS AND LABOR. THIS OFF 
ER IS NOT VALID FOR USE WITH DEDUCTIBLES OR BODY SHOP WORK. OFF ER GOOD THROUGH 8/31/19. 

PRESENT TO SERVICE ADVISOR AT TIME OF WRITE-UP. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.

IF YOUR BILL IS ....YOU SAVE
$50 TO $100 ................  $5.00
$101 TO $200 ..............$10.00
$201 TO $300 ............$20.00
$301 TO $400 ............$30.00

IF YOUR BILL IS ....YOU SAVE
$401 TO $500 ............$40.00
$501 TO $700 .............$50.00
$701 TO $900 ............ $75.00
$901 + .......................  $100.00

Offers include price reduction below MSRP, Conquest cash, and cash allowance.  Must finance with GM Financial.  With approved credit. Some customers may not qualify.  Not 
available with special financing, lease and some other offers.  Savings based on local comparable vehicle retail price.  Take new delivery by 3/31/20.  See dealer for details. 

OR 
GET 

2020 EQUINOX

FOR CURRENT COMPETITIVE OWNERS

MOS.0% APR72
$5,500UP TO OFFFOR MOS.

0% APR
72

2020 SILVERADO 1500 CREW CAB

FOR

LUBE, OIL & FILTER

$6995
WITH ACDELCO DEXOS1™ 

5W30 SYNTHETIC OIL
EXCLUDES DIESEL ENGINES. MORE THAN 6 

QUARTS OF OIL AND TAX EXTRA. INCLUDES ACDEL-
CO DEXOS 1™ OIL REQUIRED BY 2011 AND NEWER 

VEHICLES. SEE DEALER  FOR ELIGIBLE VEHICLES 
AND DETAILS. NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS. 

EXPIRES 7/30/22.

BRAKE PADS
INSTALLED

$14995
TURNING OR REPLACING ROTORS, ALL OTHER 

SERVICES AND TAX EXTRA. EXCLUDES CORVETTE 
AND OTHER SELECT VEHICLES. RETAIL CUSTOM-
ERS ONLY. SEE DEALER FOR ELIGIBLE VEHICLES 

AND DETAILS. EXPIRES 7/30/22.

$100OFF
UP TO ANY SERVICE WORK

THE CHECK VALUE WILL BE BASED ON THE FINAL INVOICE AMOUNT FOR PARTS AND LABOR. THIS 
OFF ER IS NOT VALID FOR USE WITH DEDUCTIBLES OR BODY SHOP WORK. OFF ER GOOD THROUGH 

7/30/22. PRESENT TO SERVICE ADVISOR AT TIME OF WRITE-UP. 
NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.

IF YOUR BILL IS ........... YOU SAVE
$50 TO $100 ................... $5.00
$101 TO $200 ................$10.00
$201 TO $300 ............... $20.00
$301 TO $400 ............... $30.00

IF YOUR BILL IS ........... YOU SAVE
$401 TO $500 ............... $40.00
$501 TO $700 ............... $50.00
$701 TO $900 ............... $75.00
$901 + ........................ $100.00

2015 CADILLAC ATS RWD SEDAN 2018 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 LT 2015 TOYOTA COROLLA L

BACKUP CAMERA, SATELLITE RADIO READY, 
WIRELESS PHONE CHARGING

21360D

BACKUP CAMERA, BLUETOOTH,
KEYLESS ENTRY, POWER SEATS

PA22228

BLUETOOTH, REAR BACK UP CAMERA, 
ECONOMICAL

PA22133B

$17,499 $34,880 $14,300

2015 HONDA CIVIC SEDAN LX 2019 CHEVROLET SPARK LS 2017 CHEVROLET CRUZE LT

EXTERIOR PARKING CAMERA REAR, 
REMOTE KEYLESS ENTRY

PS22331

BACKUP CAMERA, BLUETOOTH, 
SIDE-IMPACT AIR BAGS

PS22336

BACKUP CAMERA, BLUETOOTH, 
SATELLITE RADIO READY

PA22330

$15,800 $16,298 $17,000

BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2019
BEST OF CLAY BEST OF CLAY

claytodayonline.com

2020VOTED #1 IN CLAY
FOUR YEARS IN A ROW

904-272-2200 • www.GordonChevy.com

BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2021

PER
AXLE

BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2022

DR ILL ING INC.

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1989

352.473.0534 
969 SE State Rd 100 
Keystone Heights, FL

State License 
#7112

State License 
#7361

• Well Drilling  
• Annual Service 
& Maintenance 
• Water Testing 

• Water Softeners
• Pump Repair

www.broncodrillinginc.com

“Isn’t that an amazing attitude so endemic, 
so typical of all of those who serve our coun-
try in uniform?”

King spoke of the sacri� ces on the “steel 
tombs” of Pearl Harbor’s lost ships and the 
numerous missing and killed in action U.S. 
service members across the globe. King said 
service members and families supporting 
service members were the reason the crowd 
could attend the event.

“� at warrior knows that back home they 
are loved, they are missed and their return is 
anxiously awaited,” King said.

� e event began with HCA Florida 
Orange Park Hospital Chaplain and U.S. Air 
Force veteran Reese Edwards delivering 
an invocation and asking for a moment of 
silence for the victims of the Uvalde, Texas 
school shooting. A table of World War II 
veterans were later recognized and � rash-
er-Horne Executive Director and U.S. Coast 
Guard veteran Bob Olson honored POW-
MIA service members.

“We are compelled to never forget, while 
we enjoy our daily pleasures, there are 
others that have endured and may still be 
enduring the agonies of pain, deprivation 
and internment,” Olson said.

As the crowd whittled down and stepped 
out into the heat, sailors Christoria Riley and 
Anita Holliday re� ected on the ceremony. 
Both called the event touching, and mean-
ingful to see older veterans honored.

Riley said events like last week are a 
reason why she joined the armed forces.

“It is very reassuring to see how many 
companies invest into the military,” Riley 
said. “Sometimes, when you’re out there 
on deployment, we literally just have each 
other. We don’t know if the outside world is 
thinking about us. So just to hear some of the 
speakers continue to thank us, that means 
a lot.”

Military
from page 7
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By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

BALDWIN - Against Providence less than a 
week ago, an in-the-park homer from Kiley 
Channell gave the Keystone Heights High 
softball girls a quick 2-0 lead in their region 
1-3A semi� nal that held to a 3-1 win and a 
berth in the region championship.

In � ursday’s region � nal against top-
seed Baldwin, the third seed Lady Indians 
again started with a � ash o�  a � rst inning, 
second pitch solo homer from Alaina Kinsal 
that shocked the standing room crowd at 
Baldwin High including a raucous bunch in 
center� eld.

Keystone Heights’ senior pitcher Madi 
Mitzel then opened with two strikes against 

Baldwin’s � rst batter, Rylan Gray, that sucked 
the energy a bit from the Baldwin dugout. 
Baldwin calmly got two singles in play, but 
Mitzel whi� ed Baldwin powerhitter Kayla 
Robinson; � ve homers on the season, to 
close the inning.

As they did against Providence, the 
Keystone Heights defense made things dicey 
for the Baldwin bats with left � elder Jaiden 

Robinson stealing two possible extra base 
hits with stabs near the left � eld fence, but 
Baldwin showed championship mettle after 
a fourth inning two run homer from pitcher 
Piper Young o�  Mitzel put the Baldwin Indi-
ans back in the game 2-1.

With the sun settling, the game looked 

Florida Homes
Realty & Mortgage

Todd 904.588.2083 • Debbie 316.648.0595

Facebook.com/teambeals

bealsteamrealtors 

510 S. Lawrence Blvd., KSH

Facebook.com/teambeals

bealsteamrealtors 

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS
SPORTS 

Local � Family �Trustworthy
AutoLife HomeBoat

Keystone Heights Insurance
Serving the 

Lake Area Region 
for Over 40 Years!

Two Convenient Locations:
7388 State Rd. 21

Keystone Heights • 352-473-4881

300 State Rd. 26 • Melrose
352-218-4036MeLissa Pellerito, Realtor

•Barbara Franklin
•Buddy Saucer
•Robin Brown 
•Jake ElliottMeLissa Pellerito, RealtorMeLissa Pellerito, Realtor

•Barbara Franklin
•Buddy Saucer
•Robin Brown 
•Jake Elliott

“We chose  Keystone Heights 
Insurance!  

Call Barbara Franklin now to 
find out how she can help you.”

Indians’ quest ends despite two homers

SEE SOFTBALL, 18
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Helping Families and Friends Honor Their Loved Ones with 
Aff ordable Funeral, Cremation Services 

Pre-Need Planning Available
On-site Crematory - Your Loved One Never Leaves Our Care

Joe Gallagher - Owner/Licensed Funeral Director

Kelli Parks Moreland - Licensed Funeral Director

Laura Crews - Offi  ce Manager, 
Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

Austin Gaver - Licensed Funeral Director

Melody Kay Abercrombie - Funeral Assistant; 
Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

P. Steven Futch - Licensed Funeral Director

Family Owned & Operated jonesgallagherfh.com

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Starke
620 E. Nona Street • Starke, FL 

904.964.6200

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Keystone Heights
340 East Walker Drive • Keystone Heights, FL 

352.473.3176

J-G
  

 

Visit our showroom for the best selection, prices & customer service!

FREE ESTIMATES

Mon-Fri 9-6pm | Sat. 9-4 pm
Sun 12-4 pm

1988 Wells Road Orange Park, FL 32073 | 904-272-8430

Visit our showroom for the 

FREE ESTIMATES
1988 Wells Road Orange Park, FL 32073 

www.CarpetMan.biz 

Well Road - Orange Park - 904-272-8430

•Business cards
•Flyers

•Brochures
•T-Shirts

•Banners
•Bindery

•Envelopes
•Graphic Design

Introducing our NEW
54' Large Format

HP 315 Latex Printer

Bigger, Faster & 
Better Quality!Your Full Service Print Shop!

• Business Cards  • Flyers  • Brochures  • T-Shirts  • Banners
• Bindery  • Envelopes  • Graphic Design..... and much more!

1857 Wells Road, Suite 1 A&B • Orange Park, FL 32073
www.sirspeedyop.com • orders@sirspeedyop.com

Phone: 904-269-5116

1857 Wells Road, Orange Park
www.sirspeedyop.com • orders@sirspeedyop.com

Phone: 904-269-5116

YOUR FULL STYLE PRINT SHOP!

and much more!

Softball 
from page 16

to be a “Who Blinks First?” contest to be 
settled with both teams moving baserun-
ners into position, but defensive plays again 
squelching the opportunities. 

In the second inning, Mitzel doubles on 
the � rst pitch and Robinson walks. Ground-
out at second base ends threat.

Young singles to deep left � eld, but 
Robinson is quick to retrieve and return to 
in� eld to keep Young at � rst base. Young 
moves to second on a bunt, Mitzel throttles 
up with strike out to put Baldwin in dugout.

� ird, Kinsal walks, Abbie Roach hits 
shot to second base that gets bobbled to put 
two baserunners in play. Mitzel grounds 
out.

Baldwin’s Rylan Gray singles deep to left 
of shortstop Channell who makes diving 
stab, but can’t right up for long throw., Key-
stone Heights third baseman Kinley Carlton 
snares hard grounder that she sends to 
Kinsal at second who steps over Gray and 
� res to � rst base Delia Johnson to complete 
scintillating double play with Robinson 
tracking a long � yball at the left � eld corner 
to end the inning.

In the top of the fourth, Caitlin Framp-
ton doubles and reaches third on a Robin-
son bunt, but a � yball to Emma Rogel leaves 
her stranded.

Drama in the bottom of the fourth with 
Mitzel walking Robinson and Young send-
ing a homer that bounces on top of the left 
� eld fence to put Baldwin up 2-1. Mitzel 
responds with a strikeout, but Baldwin gets 
a double from Chloe Stephenson and an er-
rant throw to � rst from Rogel on a bunt gets 
a third run, 3-1, for Baldwin and Frampton 
on the mound. Frampton stops the momen-
tum with a wicked swinging strike three.

Top of the sixth and Keystone Heights 
gets a left � eld homer from Delia Johnson 

that scores the game 3-2 with grounders 
ending the inning.

Frampton stays the course with three 
batters up and out quickly with Mitzel, now 
at � rst, snaring a sharp line drive for the � rst 
out.

Keystone Heights’ � nal shot came in the 
seventh with Kinsal singling and Channell 
getting on base outsprinting a hard ground-
er to shortstop, but Roach and Carlton both 

hit � yballs for outs.
Keystone Heights � nishes at 19-10 with a 

strong Clay County presence with wins over 
Oakleaf, Ridgeview and Middleburg twice. 

Baldwin (26-2) enters the Class 3A Final 
Four with a state semi� nal against Calvary 
Christian (22-6) on Wed., May 25. � e sec-
ond state semi� nal features top-seed Coral 
Springs Charter (23-3) against fourth seed 
Hernando (24-4). 

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Keystone Heights High second baseman Alaina Kinsal turns a double play in front of shortstop 
Kiley Channell in Indians region � nal against Baldwin. Kinsal had � rst inning homer for Indians 
who lost 3-1.

Senior pitcher Madi Mitzel kept the Baldwin 
bats at bay for four innings until a homer put 
Baldwin ahead. Below: Abbie Roach, Emma 
Rogel and Kiley Channell react to ending of 
their season in region � nals against Baldwin. 
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Plumbing repairs
Water heater installation and repair

Re-pipes
Slab Leaks

Drain cleaning
Waster softener installation

Gas piping
Pump installation

Sewer and water lines
New Construction

24 hour service
Commercial/ Residential

904-458-3020352-478-1764
956 SE State Rd., 100 • Keystone Heights

Local Artisan Wares 
Vintage

Antiques
Repurposed
Housewares
Home Decor

Books
Collectibles

Retro

By Ray DiMonda
Correspondent

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS - Monday Night 
Football visited Keystone Heights as the 
Middleburg Broncos came across the 
county to take on the Indians in the annual 
Spring Classic. Keystone Head Coach 
Chuck Dickinson and Middleburg Head 
Coach Ryan Wolf were anxious to get on 
the � eld and see what they had in store for 

CORRESPONDENT PHOTOS BY RAY DIMONDA

Middleburg and Keystone Heights football tangoed for Monday night football in Keystone 
Heights with the Broncos showing o�  new quarterback Jayden Jenkins, top right, being 
upended by Keystone Heights’ Darrion Grady, and second year coach Ryan Wolfe, left, looking 
to encore a 5-5 season from last year. Bronco running back Jaden Boyd, below, will combine 
with Mike Mitchell and T.J. Lane, in grasp of Keystone Heights Reid Begue, to give Broncos 
lethal back� eld.

Broncos, Indians get quick peek at 2022 football
players up front to bulk up over the summer 
and gain some mass. While they weren’t 
pushed around, the o� ensive line could not 
open holes for the run game as last year’s 
line and it showed with Keystone down 
21-0 at the half.

Middleburg had a very good speed 
o� ense led by Clay transfer Jayden Jenkins. 
Jenkins ran the ball over a dozen times, 
only getting stopped in the back� eld once, 
compliments of the Indian’s Linebacker 
Cartez Daniels. Complimenting Daniels at 
Linebacker was the Indian’s Bryar Schenck, 
coming up with several great stops and pre-
venting two runaway escapes. Bronco’s run-
ning backs Mike Mitchell and Jaden Boyd 
showed real speed with power sweeps and 
great foot work when they worked holes 
in the middle. Jenkins also had a few good 
passes right on the money, one in particular 
to Joseph Forte for a huge gain.

� e Indians were in full steam roller 
mode, trying to perfect the inside run game 
that was so successful last season. Gone are 
the stout, never quit running backs known 
as the Four Horseman. Sophomore Trey 
Je� eries was ready to take his place at the 
table, eating all Coach Dickinson would 
serve up. While the home crowd never 
witnessed a breakaway for a huge gain, Key-
stone was able to win several � rst downs 
and showed the option o� ense can still be 
very e� ective if the line can close the gaps 
and keep the inside rush from stopping the 
play. 

Out of the back� eld, Sam Ulsch was the 
other curtain caller who e� ectively moved 
the ball when he could � nd a gap. Younger 
Brother Ben Ulsch took the nod to call the 
signals and get the ball into the running 
back’s hands. � e Sophomore Quarterback 
had no fumbles and was never shaken 
even when the Broncos came calling in the 
back� eld. Both Middleburg’s Jayden Levy 
and Trenton Robinson met Ulsch face-to-
face in the back� eld more than once, which 
allowed Keystone to practice their punts a 
little more than they’d like.

Fall as the teams prepare for the 2022-2023 
season.

“We’re just assessing what we have and 
where we are at for next season,” said Dick-
inson as he prepared his team. “We want to 
make sure during the spring, we didn’t over-
look a kid that came out and he shows us he 
can play, we can get him on � lm and maybe 
that kid we didn’t expect that could help us 
much, but came out and played really hard 
tonight and gives us an idea of that.”

Tonight it was all Broncos as Middle-
burg looked very well conditioned and 
prepared with players showing they have 
worked at their positions. � e Broncos 
already had full hand and sign signals in use 
for the o� ensive play calling. Middleburg’s 
Achilles Heel was holding penalties. Of the 
� ve holding calls, two touchdowns were 
called back due to the infractions.

“First thing I am looking for is execution, 
people � ying around and being physical, 
that’s what we’re looking for,” said Middle-
burg’s Wolf. “When we play anything, we 
want to win. Anytime we line up we want to 
win. We want to see any of our returners, if 
they are progressing and see how physical 
we can play up front.”

Keystone Heights played their tradi-
tional disciplined run game, staying rather 
conservative. Keystone will need some 
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Independent Living • Assisted Living • Memory Care • Skilled Nursing • Rehabilitation

Call 904-284-5994 today for lunch and a tour.
3495 Hoffman St. | Penney Farms, FL 32079 | VisitPRC.org

~Purposeful, Active Living~
Our Christian Continuing Care Community offers hundreds of

volunteer opportunities.  Come share your time and talents exploring
more activities than anyone could imagine.  Come enjoy retirement!

The ChampsThe Champs
 Who are they?

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

FLEMING ISLAND - The recent state 
championship softball title won by the 
Middleburg High School girls team show-
cased the many different variables that 
need to align to create a state champion-
ship window of opportunity.

Great athletes make for championship 
level achievement, but more variables 
are part of the equation that makes that 
� nal day competition the best of a argu-
ably long seasons fret with such obstacles 
such as injuries, weather, school tests and 
requirements plus the miriad of social rub-
ber bands that pull almost any high school 
ager, much less high school-aged athletes.

That being said, let’s look at the state 
champions of 2022-2023 from Clay Coun-
ty. One state title is quite the achievement; 
two even better and three, phenomenal.

Matthew Stratton
For St. Johns Country Day School cross 

country and track runner Matthew Strat-
ton, the senior season in both sports were 
his shot to showcase a summer’s worth of 
work dedicated to � nishing above the top 
three which he had done in his sophomore 
and junior seasons. Mission Accomplished.

Stratton stormed to a triple title post 
season in cross country with a district and 
region title preluding that state title in Tal-
lahassee.

As has been written about in Clay Today 
sports over the years, Stratton had been a 
top � ve � nisher in cross country for three 
of his four seasons. 

After blasting his senior season, Strat-
ton went back to work for the spring track 
season, triple played his post season there 
with district wins in the 800, 1600 and 
3200, region titles in the 1600 and 3200 
and a � nal state title in the 3200. 

“I quali� ed for all three, but the choice 
to run just the 3200 at state was based on 
a little tweak on my Achilles from all the 
fast running,” said Stratton. 

A possible injury and a possible blip 
in his scholarship aspirations at the Uni-
versity of Florida made for that personal 
decision.

Tamira Briley
In girls weightlifting, Oakleaf High 

senior Tamira Briley chased a second 
straight state title after learning from her 
disastrous sophomore season snafu of de-
ciding her opening lifts at regions made 
her alter her strategy at the state meet 
and giving her a 10th place state � nish.

In her junior year, the strategy misstep 
was factored into her entire season and 
she blasted to the state 110 pound title 
with a dominant win by over 40 pounds.

In her senior year, now with strategy, 
elite training and a smooth senior season 
academically, plus a family support net-
work with double state track triple jump 
brother Melvin Briley, Briley cruised 
through her senior year to one of the most 
dominating seasons; now at 119 pounds, 
with her second state title; this time by 
50 pounds, with a gold medal � nish in the 
newly-installed Olympic snatch state com-
petition.

Clay girls weightlifting

For Clay High’s girls weightlifting, un-
der the tenacious guidance of coach Rodney 
Keller, the collective spirit of dominating 
was persistent in the Blue Devil champi-
onship chase with two team titles; Tradi-
tional and Olympic Snatch, and individual 
titles to a freshman sensation, Emma Heck 
at 129, a seasoned veteran Janiyah Ste-
vens at 154 and Unlimited Kyleigh LaFary, 
both returners to � nish un� nished busi-
ness from the previous state meet. Heck 
and teammate Gianna Torres also won gold 
in the Olympic Snatch. 

Keystone boys weightlifting
For Keystone Heights High’s boys 

weightlifting team, the strength of num-
bers proved fateful as coach Lantz Low-
ery doubled up on points from his previous 
year’s title to crush all comers in his gym 
with a second team title and an individual 
title from a guy, Ulysses Freed, deter-
mined to overcome a serious injury. Freed 
won gold in the two disciplines; Tradi-

tional and Olympic Snatch with teammate 
Bryar Schenck also getting gold in Olympic 
Snatch.
St Johns Country Day Soccer

Of course, the queens of state titles 
reside at St. Johns Country Day School 
where the likes of Julia Boaventura, Ka-
mryn Towers and Hannah Lemieux led a 
team of fairly new faces into the tiger’s den 
of thieves trying to steal the trophy from a 
“reload” year for coach Mike Pickett. Re-
sult: Another state title for Pickett’s girls.

Swimming
In swimming, Fleming Island sopho-

more Maryn McDade had the best of the 
best to grab her 50 freestyle state title, a 
race that squeezes a lifetime of practice 
into a 22 second window of perfection. 
McDade dealt with the top swimmers all 
being within microseconds of each other in 
the 23.58 to 23.92 difference between her 
gold medal and a silver medal.

In a 50 yard sprint, off a start block, 
with water a super resistant force on the 

Keystone Heights: Boys weightlifting Class 1A champions; Ulysses Freed, Bryar Schenck 
individual champions, coach Lantz Lowery Florida Dairy Farmer coach of year
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OF STARKE
HANDI-HOUSE

“ P R O U D L Y   S E R V I N G   Y O U   F O R   4 3   G R E AT  Y E A R S ! ”

3 STALL CARPORT

CARPORT & GABLE

RED BARN

WOOD STYLE

UTILITY GARAGE

UTILITY WITH PORCH

ROUNDED STYLE CARPORT

ENCLOSED GARAGE

REPOS
AVAILABLE

Located in Starke, Florida
15195 US Hwy 301

Call Dena - 904-964-3330

HORSE BARN SIDE DOOR PORTABLE CEDAR PORTABLERED BARN

RV CARPORT LOFT BARN WOOD WITH END BARN DOORSUTILITY CARPORT

NOFREE
DELIVERY

CREDIT
CHECK

RENT
TO OWN

$9900 DOWN DELIVERS
E V E R Y T I M E

WE PULL PERMITS • FLORIDA CERTIFIED

150 MPH WINDLOADS 
WARRANTY PACKAGES • CONCRETE PACKAGES • HIGH QUALITY STEEL

TAX TIME SAVINGS
COME SEE 

DENA...
the DEAL 
MAKER

human body, the smallest of minute mis-
takes can make the difference in winning 
or losing. In the 100 free, McDade was 
tied for second at 51.47 with the winner 
at 51.35. That’s pretty close.

Gabriel Oliveria
Back to weightlifting, boys this time 

and Oakleaf High senior sensation Gabriel 
Oliveria, a guy noone knew just a year ago.

The simple task of being in the right 
classroom at the right time with the right 
coach created a path to a state title that 
had all factors lining up for an entire 
season. Oliveria’s Class 3A title at 183 
pounds was contingent on the very last lift 
of his second place competitor; that guy 
being a defending state champion, think-
ing about how Oliveria put the very best 
numbers up before him.

Addison Frisbee
St. Johns had another state title come 

from weightlifter Addison Frisbee, a Flor-
ida AAU champion competitor, who trans-
ferred her skills in Olympic lifts to lead 
the Spartans first-ever weightlift team 
with an Olympic Snatch title in Class 1A. 

“Everyone has the fire, but the cham-
pions know when to ignite the spark.” Un-
known.

Girls wreslting
In wrestling, two girls wrestlers main-

tained their excellence for more than a 
year, probably two years, considering the 
sport only emerged as a legit state sport 
a year ago.

Madisyn Blackburn of Clay High and 
Andrea Smith of Orange Park, both kept 
their eyes on the prize with the state put-
ting girls wrestling to a legit state cham-
pion sport.

The decision to stay true to the sport 
past the club titles they won in the prior 
year and pursue the state title their senior 
years were evident in their work ethic and 
focus; summer time wrestling, wrestling 
with boys, lifting, eating right.

In boys wrestling, Clay High’s Garrett 
Tyre took the bad of getting kicked out of a 
bad match the week before districts thus 
eliminating his chase for a state title in 
his junior year to creating a mindset to not 
be influenced with those same bad choices 
in one of the roughest seasons that ended 
with a split second state title.

Coaches often say “Next play” when 
athletes must deal with adversity and Tyre 
kept that mantra in the back of his brain 
even when a scramble at his region cham-
pionship match left that as a possibility. 
Officials deemed the incident just tough 
wrestling, Tyre continued and won, then 
progressed to win state title.

And, most recently, the Middleburg 
High girls softball team turned an 11-11 
midseason record to nine straight wins 
including the Class 5A championship with 
a scrappy, never-say-die attitude behind 
a bonecrushing pitcher and a coach that 
shot lazers out of her eyes, then made a 
joke in the seventh inning with bases load-
ed and two outs to snag the title. Legend.
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PUZZLE
FUN

Keystone Heights High boys weightlift-
ing coach Lantz Lowery was selected as the 
2022 Boys’ Weightlifting Coach-of-the-Year 
after leading Keystone Heights to its second 
straight Class 1A state title in the Tradi-
tional competition and then adding the 
inaugural Snatch competition title. 

Lowery was selected last year along 
with Class 3A coach of the year Damenyum 
Springs after Springs guided the Fleming 
Island High team to that state title in an un-
precedented show of Clay County strength 
in the sport. Springs graduated much of his 
3A champion team, but did earn a district 
title and a handful of state meet qualifiers.

For Keystone Heights, Lowery’s boys 
had nine top-three finishes, including three 
champions in the Traditional, with two 
winners and four other top-three finishes in 
the Snatch competition. The other coaching 
finalists included Class 2A COY Dan Mar-
see of Suwannee and Class 3A COY Duane 
Hagstrom of Flagler Palm Coast.

Lowery overwhelming strategy of mul-
tiple medalists in as many weight categories 
as he could proved a winning tactic with the 
Indians earning a truck load of medals in-
cluding a state title to Ulysses Freed at 154, 
a finalist for the Mr. Weightlifting title. 

Senior Julian Sykes of St. Cloud High 
School has been selected as the winner of 
the 2022 Florida Dairy Farmers Mr. Weight-
lifting award.

Sykes, who won the 154-pound Class 
3A state championship in both the Tra-
ditional and Snatch competitions, posted 
a 315-pound bench press and added a 
300-pound lift in the clean-and-jerk for a 
615-pound total that bested the runnerup 
by 70 pounds. His winning mark of 225 
pounds in the inaugural snatch competition 
was 30 pounds better than the second-
place finisher. The other finalists included 
Suwannee’s Ricardo Garcia, who won both 
the Traditional and Snatch titles in the 
Class 2A 119-pound division and Keystone 
Heights’ Ulysses Freed who won both titles 
in the Class 1A 154-pound division.

Lowery top 
weightlifting coach 
for a second time
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Rates

All Line Ads are 4 Lines, 20 to 25
Characters Per Line.

*Additional Lines May Be Purchased.
*All Rates Are NET.

Private Party Line
Rates:

$15.25 1 wk, $26 2 wks,
$34.75 3 wks, $42 4 wks

(Couches, T.V’s, Beds,
Household Items, Etc.

Commercial Line
Rates:

$24 1 wk, $42 2 wks,
$60 3 wks, $76 4 wks

(Cars, Renting or Selling Real 
Estate or Advertise Your 

Business or Service)

Employment
Spotlight:
(2” Minimum)

1 Week: $27 Per Inch

Garage Sale
1 Week: $22

Business
& Svc. Directory:
1.5” x 2” $80/4 Weeks
1.5” x 3” $160/4 Weeks

RATE GUIDE FOR:

claytodayonline.com

Serving Keystone Heights, Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms & Middleburg
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Classified
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DEADLINE
Monday

12:00 p.m.

TO REACH 
OUR OFFICE 

CALL:
579-2154

Visit us at:
3513 U.S. Hwy. 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable. 
Please check your ad copy 
the first week of publication. 
We will only apply credit for 
the first run and credits are 
subject to approval by the 
Publisher. If ad is cancelled 
prior to the first insertion, 
cancellation must be made 
by the classified deadline of 
Monday by 12p.m. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State 
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads 
are subject to approval by 
the pulisher.

PRIVATE
PARTY

Starting At

$1450/WK
NON-REFUNDABLE

Call 579-2154

GARAGE 
SALE

Starting At

$2100
Both Clay Today & Clay County 

Leader & online now!

AUTOMOTIVE 
NETWORK

4 Lines - 3 Weeks
Starting At

$2995 218,000
readers in
Clay, Duval
& St. Johns 
Counties

Must mention the special
Clay Today price!

COMPLETE 
MARKET 

COVERAGE...
from 89,000 readers in 

Orange Park, Keystone Heights, 
Middleburg, Green Cove 

Springs, Fleming Island and 
Penney Farms! It’s easy, 
convenient and it works.

CALL TODAY 579-2154

The World’s Most Advanced 
Medical Alert System
Voice-Activated! No Wi-Fi Needed!

$20 OFF Mobile Companion

O�er code: CARE20

CALL NOW 
1-855-521-5138

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(866) 643-0438

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Health & Fitness

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00.  100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Español

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Covers 350 procedures. Real insur-ance - not a discount 
plan. Get your free dental info kit! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258

A� en� on oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is 
capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. 
Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Miscellaneous

Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Down + Low Monthly Pmt Request 
a free Quote. Call before the next power outage: 1-855-
948-6176

Eliminate gu� er cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gu� er protec-� on. Schedule 
free LeafFilter es� mate today. 15% off  En� re Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936

AT&T Internet. Star� ng at $40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc 
restric� ons apply. 1-855-364-3948

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as li� le as ONE DAY! 
Aff ordable prices - No payments for 18 months!  Life� me 
warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support our 
Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deduc� ble. Call 
1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no ma� er 
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Un-limited 
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free 
Installa� on.  Call 866-499-0141

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER, MARTIN, 
Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOL-LAR PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 
1-866-433-8277

Looking for assisted living, memory care, or independent 
living? A Place for Mom simplifi es the process of fi nding 
senior living at no cost to your family. Call 1-844-428-
0445 today!

Become a published author. We want to read your book! 
Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Consulta� on, 
produc� on, promo� on & distribu� on. Call for free 
author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/ads

Paying top cash for men’s sportwatches! Rolex, 
Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-tona, GMT, 
Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 833-603-3236

Put on your TV Ears & hear TV w/unmatched clarity. TV 
Ears Original - originally $129.95 - now w/this special off er  
only $59.95 w/code MCB59! 1-888-805-0840

Aloe Care Health medical alert system. Most advanced 
medical alert product on the market. Voice-ac� vated! No 
wi-fi  needed! Special off er w/code CARE20 for $20 off  
Mobile Companion. 1-855-341-5862

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installa� on, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restric� ons apply. Promo Expires 
1/21/23. 1-866-479-1516

The Generac PWRcell solar plus ba� ery storage system. 
Save money, reduce reliance on grid, prepare for outages 
& power your home. Full installa� on services. $0 down 
fi nancing op� on. Re-quest free no obliga� on quote. 
1-877-539-0299

Vivint Smart security. Professionally installed. 1 
connected system for total peace of mind. Free 
professional installa� on! 4 free months of monitoring! 
Call  to customize your system. 1-833-841-0737

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. 
Comprehensive life� me warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installa� on and service. Now featuring our free shower 
package & $1600 off  - limited � me! Fi-nancing available. 
1-855-417-1306

WE’RE HIRING!
WATER + WASTEWATER UTILITIES l UNDERGROUND l SITE-WORK

IF INTERESTED, PLEASE CALL LOUIS LAWRENCE AT 
904-855-0111 EXT. 204 OR EMAIL LOUIS@JAXUM.COM

Jax Utilities Management, Inc. is accepting 
applications for multiple positions: 

          l Pipe Layers
     l Equipment Operators
     l Tailmen/Hillmen
     l Entry Level Apprentice 
     l Laborer helper 

Great benefits including healthcare, dental and vision. We also offer an IRA 
retirement program with a company percentage match! Our company is 
growing at a steady pace and we are looking to fill these positions fast. 

 ELECTRICIANS HELPER NEEDED ELECTRICIANS HELPER NEEDED ELECTRICIANS HELPER NEEDED
2-3 years experience preferred.  
Must have valid drivers license,  

transportation,  
and tools to qualify. 

All Florida Electrical 
904-881-6070

OPPORTUNITIES OPPORTUNITIES 

RV Wanted 

Richard Brisson, a local  
missionary with Amazing Grace 
Missions is seeking a low cost or 
possible donated motor home to 
travel America’s County Fairs to 
share the gospel of Christ. He is 
part of a national team that hands 
out bibles. Call 904-414-0410.

Satellite Sales 
& Service

DirecTV Satellite TV Service Start-
ing at $74.99/month! Free Installa-
tion! 160+ channels available. Call 
Now to Get the Most Sports & En-
tertainment on TV!  844-614-2532

Medical 
Supplies

ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPI-
ENTS! Open Enrollment for Medi-
care health plans is here! Call our 
licensed insurance agents for an 
affordable quote for your needed 
coverage. Call for a no obligation 
free quote now! 833-260-2632 
(TTY: 711)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS!  Inogen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. FREE informa-
tion kit. Call 866-925-2362.

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS!  A cheaper alternative 
to high drug store prices! 50 Pill 
Special-Only $99!  100% guar-
anteed.

CALL NOW: 866-259-6816

Antiques / 
Collectibles

1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 

Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D'Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Mandolins / 
Banjos. 833-860-0454.

Home 
Improvements

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call 
Empire Today® to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. Call Today! 
855-919-2509

BCI Bath and Shower- BATH & 
SHOWER UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military Dis-
counts available.  Call: 888-460-
2264

UPDATE YOUR HOME with 
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades. 
FREE in-home estimates make 
it convenient to shop from home. 
Professional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. Call for 
free consultation: 866-636-1910.  
Ask about our specials! 

Legal Services 

If you or a loved one worked around 
Roundup Weed Killer, (glyphosate), 
for at least two years and were diag-
nosed with lymphoma, you may be 
entitled to compensation. To see if 
you qualify, call now: 833-479-1286

Online Auction

Suncoast Greenscape, LLC. d/b/a 
Earth Works Landscape Manage-
ment Located at 1450 Global Court, 
Sarasota, FL 34240

Auction ends: Tues, June 21st, 
2022 at 10:00 A.M.

Auction will consist of: 2014 and 
2015 Isuzu NPR Crew Cab Land-
scape Dump Trucks, (2) 2016 Isuzu 
NPR Crew Cab Landscape Dump 
Trucks, 2013 Dodge Ram 1500 
Pickup Truck, (5) Enclosed Utility 
Trailer, (7) Hustler 60 Mowers, 20ft. 
Shipping Container, (2) Landscape 
Trailers and more.

Registration, catalog, photos and 
terms available at www.moecker-
auctions.com

Preview: 06/06 by appointment. Call 
for details (954) 252-2887 | (800) 
840-BIDS 

(No onsite attendance)

AB-1098  AU-3219, Eric Rubin
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LOOK
READING
NEWSPAPERS
IS A QUEST
LIKE NO OTHER
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OFFICE: 352-478-SOLD • 352-478-7100

275 S. Lawrence Blvd. Ste 1, Keystone Heights

Join a Brokerage of over 2,000 AgentsJoin a Brokerage of over 2,300 Agents
We are the largest single-broker firm

in North Florida. All with 
100% COMMISSION

for our agents.

WELCOME, 
K and Kay Edwards!

New to Real Estate!

We have become the third largest 
Independent Brokerage in the State of Florida.

We are the largest single-broker firm in North Florida. 
All with 100% Commission for our agents.

This math never changes. If you sell a property worth $500,000, 
the commission would be $15,000. We take .002 times the 

sales price = $1,000; So your check will be $14,000!

Our Residual Income Program allows agents in our firm to 
refer other agents to Florida Homes Realty & Mortgage. 

Unlike other brokerages, when we earn a dollar from an agent that 
you referred to us, you get part of that dollar.

Excellent Training!
Lead Generation • Farming • Contracts • FSBOs • Expired Listings

Marketing Technology • Acquiring Listings • Extensive Online Library

Contact MeLissa to find out how to join!
Call or Text (352) 494-1829 • mpelleritoreawtor@gmail.com

Contact MeLissa to find out how to join!Contact MeLissa to find out how to join!Contact MeLissa to find out how to join!

WELCOME, WELCOME, 

Welcome Home!
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